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Abstract

Characteristics of the Special Education Curriculum
in German Federal States and Support for the School Curriculum
— Focusing on the state of North Rhine—Westphalia

Sukjeong Rhie™ (Dankook University)

Purpose: This study aimed to analyze the curriculum and other support services provided by German
federal states to improve the quality of special education, explored their characteristics, and consider the
implications for special education curriculum in Korea and the direction of support for curriculum
reorganization. Methods: The content system of the NRW special education curriculum and the ‘lesson
plan’ document, a type of curriculum support material, were analyzed using a literature review method,
and data were collected through interviews with stakeholders and email correspondence to understand the
actual status of the school curriculum in terms of curriculum reform. Results: First, the content system
focused on inter— and intra—curricular linkages based on competency standards, and proposed linkages
with general primary and secondary school curricula in consideration of students placed in an integrated
educational environment. Second, the ‘lesson plan’ materials for curriculum support were organized and
presented in detail and integrated themes that integrate subject areas by grade level in two subjects
(German and Mathematics), and also presented linkages with life skills subjects within the integrated
themes. In addition, a school curriculum organization form was developed to enhance the unity and
efficiency of curriculum reorganization. Third, in Germany, the school law stipulates the composition and
tasks of the TLC, and it can be seen that they seek to organize a school curriculum that is acceptable
to all members through division of labor, cooperation, and decision—-making based on democratic
procedures. Conclusion: This paper discussed the direction of curriculum organization at the local level

and systematic support for school curriculum and curriculum reorganization.

Key words : German Special Education, Intellectual Development Curriculum, Curriculum Reorganization,

School Curriculum, Teacher Learning Communities
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