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Abstract

Literature and Legal Review on the Appropriateness of
the Designation of the Special Education Teachers in
the Teacher Qualification System

Lim, Issac(Korea National Sport University)
Kim, Jiyeon"(Korea National Sport University)

Purpose: This study investigated the appropriateness of the term “special school teacher” under the
teacher qualification system for educators responsible for special education, hereafter referred to as
special education teachers. Method: The study involved a literature review of historical legislation,
studies, and reports, alongside a legal review of current legislation. Result: Several key findings
emerged. First, the designation for special education teachers varied over time, with “special teacher”
used from 1953 to 1963 and from 1973 to 1978, while “special school teacher” was employed
during other periods. Second, there is a lack of literature specifically addressing the title of special
education teachers; instead, it is often treated as a secondary topic in studies focusing on the
special education teacher training system and curriculum. Evidence has been presented both for and
against the appropriateness of the current term “special school teacher,” and each document had a
different position. Third, the current legislative system governing the qualifications of special school
teachers was examined, issues were discovered, and legal solutions were proposed to address them.
Conclusion: The study concluded that the current designation “special school teacher” for
qualifications is not definitive and should be adjusted to align with evolving societal requirements.
Additionally, the identification of issues within the legal framework prompted the proposals for
solutions. As a result, it is recommended to revise the designation for teacher qualifications to more

accurately reflect the status and expertise of teachers currently engaged in special education.
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