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Abstract

Exploring experiences and lifelong learning support needs
for improving the quality of life of workers with
developmental disabilities

Kim, Sung Min"™"(Ewha Womans University Center for Child Deveolopment and Disability, Researcher)
Moon, Hoi Won(Seoul Support Center for Workers with Disabilities, Director)

Purpose: This study examined specific aspects of the quality of life(QoL) of workers with
developmental disabilities, based on which extracted elements of lifelong learning support to
improve their QoL. Method: In—depth interviews were conducted with 15 people in pairs of
workers with developmental disabilities, their families, and co—workers, and the contents were
analyzed using continuous comparative analysis. Result: Analysis of the interview data, revealed
ambiguous self-image and job experiences of workers with developmental disabilities, adults
with developmental disabilities who became adult family members but were still subject to
support and protection, and colleagues with developmental disabilities who were not equal
colleagues. Conclusion: Based on the research results, the elements of lifelong learning support
for improving the QoL of workers with developmental disabilities are discussed. The results of
this study can be used as basic data for developing a lifelong learning program and

establishing a system to improve QoL of workers with developmental disabilities.

Key words : workers with developmental disabilities, quality of life, lifelong learning program
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