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Religious Education as Liberal-General Education

Son, Dong-Hyun Ph.D.(Chair Prof. Woosong University)

This article examines the requirements which religious education has
to meet in order to be liberal-general education. It is to be done from
the viewpoint of Value-Perspectivism that can overcome the controversy
between the Realism and the Ralativism(Subjectivism) of Value. The
former insists on the dependence of value on subject, whereas the latter
on the subject-free independent existence of values. Value-Perspectivism
mediates these two controversial standpoints, by suggesting that the
relativity of value comes from the difference of ‘perspective’, not from
the differences of value itself.

Religious education aims at inducing people as imperfect human
Being to come closer to perfect life by giving faith in the absolute
being or state of eternity. However, there are not only absolute and
universal elements in the content of religious faith and its practice, but
also the relative and specific elements that reflect the sociocultural
reality.

Therefore, the religious education, in order to be true liberal-general
education that goes beyond the difference of actual religions, has to
focus on the absolute universal elements in the religious faith, not on
the relative specific elements in it. In culture there are also elements
pursuing the universal value beyond the specific reality as well as
factors influenced by specific practical conditions. But true liberal-general

education aims at overcoming the latter and pursue the former as
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much as possible.

If religious education remains in teaching the doctrines, norms, or
rituals of a certain particular religion, ignoring the universal value of
various religions, it is bound by the historical socio-cultural specificity
of that religion and thus deviates from the original idea of liberal-general
education that pursues universal values. Religious education, in oder to
be desirable liberal-general education, must not teach the belief system
of a certain particular religion, but the ultimate religious value contained
in all positive religions in reality. The ultimate religious value contributes
surely to building the mature humanity. In doing so, religious education,
recognizing on the one hand various different real religions, but seeking
on the other hand the universal religious value itself beyond their
socio-cultural relativity, can be carried out to reach its goal under the

name of liberal-general education.

[Key Words] Value-Perspectivism, Relativity and Absoluteness of Religion,
Specificity and Universality in Religious Faith, Moral Norms
and Morality itself, Specificity and Universality in Culture,
Elements of Liberal-General Education in Religious Education
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