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Reading of Thus spoke Zarathustra as a Moral
Character Education

- Focussed on Seoul National University's “Reading Seminar -

Ask the classics for directions”

Kim, Kwangsik(Seoul National University)

This article introduces Seoul National University's classics education
of liberal arts “Reading Seminar - Asking the Way to Classics’, focusing
on the reading of Nietzsche's Thus spoke Zarathustra. 1 talked about
why and how to read it. In addition, I talked about the issue of it's
suitability to moral character education, which was controversial during
the book selection process, and the issue of ‘sade behind it raised by
the commentator at the conference.

I let students read this book because I want to give young people
who have fallen into jealousy, despair, or hatred by the infinite
competition an opportunity to affirm themselves and to reflect on their
lives. T let them read it not in a exegetical manner, but in a reflective
manner. | encourage them to reflect on the problems and attitudes of
their lives while reading.

This book teaches us to have pride instead of envy. If cultivating the
character of desirable people is moral character education, education
that cultivates the pride, which is the character of desirable people,
can also be moral character education. Furthermore, it is difficult for a
person who is full of self-esteem and does not have jealousy to have a

evil heart to take someone else’'s possession. Rather, it is easy to have
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a good heart that is willing to give others his possession.

Of course we may be worried that students will find sadism behind
the teaching of overcoming envy and have pride in the social reality of
infinite competition, and therefore, we may think that it may be
necessary to let them reflect on the society that makes them find
sadism behind it. Of course they may see sadism behind it. But if we
teach them self-reflection education not with a pure self-without-society
but with a self-in-society, they will see less sadism and reflect critically
on society.

[Key Words] Liberal Education, Liberal Education of Seoul National University,
Classics Education, Reading Seminar, Nietzsche Philosophy,
Thus spoke Zarthustra, Moral character Education, Sadism
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