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Critical Consideration on the Discourse of Key Competency:
Logic of Educational Practice of Cultivating Cultural Ability

Son, Jonghyun(Daegu Catholic University)

This research aims to critically consider the discourse of key competency on
liberal education. Key competency should be minimized in the educational
scene because it is based on the logic of business and management. As a
concept that replaces it, there is ‘cultural capability which is justified by the
educational logic. The summary of the discussion so far is as follows. First, the
concept of key competency should be reserved and replaced with the concept
of cultural capability. Second, the fundamental cultural capability is real. Liberal
education cultivates cultural capability, which should be the logic of educational
practice today. Third, it is the power of the university to cultivate people who
do good work. The person is called the ‘adventurous self. The orientation of
liberal education is to cultivate this adventurous self. When the concept of
education is properly established, educational practice can go on the right path.
Misconceptions on education hinder education and rather lead to anti-education.
Clearly understanding the concept of education is as important as arranging
institutions and systems. This is even more so with regard to the educational

discourse of key competency.

[Key Words] key competency, cultural capability, liberal education,
questioning of educational validity, adventurous self
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