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Drawing a Conceptual Map of Competency,
Attribute, and Capabilities

Park, Jungha(Sungkyunkwan University)

Currently, in Korean universities, three terms from different contexts
and backgrounds, namely competency, attribute, and capabilities, are
translated and used as the same word. The aim of this article is to
reduce the ambiguity and confusion of discussions by drawing a conceptual
map of these terms.

First, ‘competency’ is a concept of vocational education characterized
by being able to perform tasks successfully and objectively measurable.
In the 21st century, OECD carried out the DeSeCo project, which aims to
define the abilities necessary to lead a successful life as “key competences’,
and expanded the discussion of competence to school education, not
limited to the profession. However, criticism is also high on the
approach of applying the concept of vocational education to school
education, especially university education.

Next, ‘attribute’ is used in relation to university education in many
countries, and Australia is a representative example. Australia defines
the qualities that must be acquired through university education,
regardless of major, as “generic attributes,” and stated that universities
have the responsibility to educate all graduates to have them. In Australia,
the concept is used in a broader sense that includes a number of
qualities that cannot be reduced to the context of vocational education.

And because they take a attribute building approach at the curriculum

_80_



| ctzppe Xz 327 |

level, they do not impose an obligation to reflect these attributes in
every individual subject.

Finally, ‘capabilities’ is a concept used to refer to the possibilities and
abilities to lead a human life. This concept relates to the argument that
the Human Development Index (HDI) should be used as a criterion for
social development instead of GDP driven by economic growth. This
approach focuses on the quality and meaning of life, emphasizing the
freedom to choose one’s own preferences, and places importance on
the elements necessary to maintain basic human dignity and social
justice. Furthermore, this approach does not focus solely on the
individual's inner abilities, but issues together the social conditions
under which those abilities can be practically realized.

Regarding liberal arts education, it is an appropriate practical
alternative to use it in the second sense as in Australia in order to use
it as an auxiliary means to clarify the goals of liberal arts education. In
that case, we will be able to put the original goal of liberal arts

education in the term.

[Key Words] competency, key competences, generic attributes, attribute,
capabilities, general education, liberal arts education
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