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Alternatives of the Competency Assessment of
Liberal Arts Education in University

Son, JongHyun(Daegu Catholic University)

This study investigated alternative methods to assess competencies in
relation to liberal education in university. A summary of discussion thus
far is as follows.

Firstly, universities have various educational systems on account of
educational rather than training institutions. These are for education
rather than politics/economy, and therefore university educational systems
must realize their purposes without being buried in instrumental values
such as core competences. Within that context, the purpose of systems
on liberal arts education is to develop liberal arts competence rather
than core competencies. Improving the competence is to declare
fostering “responsible, free citizens” for educational purposes.

Secondly, universities must build enterprise in policy to support by
focusing on developing educational ability rather than being absorbed in
developing core competencies. University should consider how it can be
a basis for developing students’ competence by developing educational
ability instead of taking issue with a competency-based curriculum.
To achieve that, concept of “educational capabilities” is firmed and
the structure of educational ability is systematized within university.
Components of educational ability are professors’ enterprise of coursework
related to liberal arts education, administrative support power for

coursework enterprise, and operation of an evaluation/feedback mechanism
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that leads to institutionalization of release and openness. Universities
must be devoted to procuring and working with human/physical/cultural
resources so this structure of educational ability can perform its own
functions.

Thirdly, conventional Basic Competency Assessment for Universities has
the arrogance of evaluationism itself and causes pathological phenomena
such as formalistic bureaucratic responses. This study proposes the
replacement of assessment governance, organization/operation of the
curriculum on liberal arts to develop liberal arts competence as the
general direction of overcoming the arrogance and phenomena, and a
comprehensive assessment framework at the fundamental level as an

alternative means of assessment for universities.

[Key Words] liberal education institution, capability of cultivation, competency
of liberal arts education, educational ability of school, Basic
Competency Assessment for Universities
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