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A Study on the Possibility of Using Kim Yoo-jung
Novels as Educational Texts for Understanding

Gisaeng in Colonial Korea

Choi, Heeyoung(Northern Illinois University)

In this article, I examined the description of gisaeng in Kim Yoo-jung
(&#E, 1908~1937) novels to identify the value and possibility of using
his literary works as educational texts for understanding gisaeng in
colonial Korea(1910~1945). In the 1930s, when most of Kim Yoo-jung's
novels were published, some gisaeng had lots of opportunities to
participate in public events as performing artists, accumulated wealth,
and even went on strike to safeguard the interests and rights of themselves.
I analyzed Kim Yoo-jung novels set in the 1930s urban areas to find
whether they include some parts reflecting such gisaeng's diverse activities.
On analysis, Kim Yoo-jung portrayed and perceived gisaeng as those
who attained economic independence and professional skills, and individual
human beings. This contrasts with his narratives on other groups of women
and other contemporary male authors’ overall descriptions of gisaeng,
most of which were about gisaengs tough life as prostitutes. The
findings imply that, if carefully read, Kim Yoo-jung novels can be used
as educational texts revealing dynamic narratives on the colonial-era

gisaeng.

[Key Words] Kim Yoo-jung, the Japanese colonial period, novel, gisaeng,
educational texts
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