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<ABSTRACT>

The Issues on the Protection of Non-regular Workers

Dong-Un Park, Ph. D. *

The Purpose of this article is to discuss the several issues on the protection of non-regular
workers in Korea. These issues were raised by President Noh during the 16th president election in
2002. In this article I point out that the over-protection of non-regular workers will distort the
Korean labor market and hence Korean labor market will get rigid.

The main points regarding the over-protection of non-regular workers in Korea are as follow.

1. It is necessary for non-regular workers to be protected. But the degree of protection should be

minimized.

2. The over-protection of non-regular workers which is one of the employment protection, will

decrease the job opportunities.

4. Equal pay-equal work principle which is socialistic is contradictory.

5. The over-protection of non-regular workers will make labor market rigid.

6. The wage level of nonregular workers which is expected to be 85% of that of regular

workers will increase labor costs.

Considering all these problems regarding the over-protection of non-regular workers, I make an

emphasis that market will solve these problems.

* Professor of Economics Major, College of Commerce and Economics
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